Socius: Jurnal Penelitian Ilmu-Ilmu Sosial
Volume 4, Issue 5, December 2026, p 26-33

E-ISSN: 3025-6704

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo0.23984983

Implementation of Local Culture-Based Learning Using Reog Ponorogo Art
to Instill Character in Early Childhood

Umi Maratus Solekah?*, Ardhana Januar Mahardhaniz?, Betty Yulia Wulansari3

L23Universitas Muhammadiyah Ponorogo, Indonesia

ARTICLE INFO

Article history:

Received 05 October 2026

Revised 15 October 2026

Accepted 29 October 2026
Available online 05 November 2026

Keywords

Local Culture-Based Learning, Reog
Ponorogo, Character Education,
Learning Activities, Early Childhood
Education

ABSTRACT

Early childhood is a critical period for character formation, yet local
cultural arts are not always integrated systematically into learning
activities. This study aims to analyze the planning of learning materials,
the implementation of learning activities, and the supporting and
inhibiting factors in local culture-based learning using Reog Ponorogo
art to instill character in early childhood at TK Islam Arroohman
Ponorogo. A descriptive qualitative approach was employed. Data were
collected through participatory observation, in-depth interviews with the
principal and teachers, and documentation, and were analyzed using the

interactive model of Miles, Huberman, and Saldafia, with source and
technique triangulation to ensure trustworthiness. The findings show
that planning was carried out by developing Teaching Modules and a
Project for Strengthening the Pancasila Student Profile (P5) module with
a local wisdom approach, supported by child-friendly learning media.
The learning activities integrated Reog Ponorogo through dance
movements, simple gamelan music, and folktale narratives, which
fostered mutual cooperation, courage, discipline, independence, and
responsibility in the children. The main supporting factors were child-
friendly learning media and strong parental support, whereas the inhibiting factors were teachers’ limited
technical art skills and children’s short attention span.

ABSTRAK

Abstrak: Anak usia dini berada pada masa kritis pembentukan karakter, namun seni budaya lokal belum
selalu diintegrasikan secara sistematis ke dalam kegiatan pembelajaran. Penelitian ini bertujuan
menganalisis perencanaan materi pembelajaran, pelaksanaan kegiatan pembelajaran, serta faktor
pendukung dan penghambat pembelajaran berbasis budaya lokal dengan menggunakan seni Reog
Ponorogo untuk menanamkan karakter pada anak usia dini di TK Islam Arroohman Ponorogo. Penelitian
menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif deskriptif. Data dikumpulkan melalui observasi partisipatif,
wawancara mendalam dengan kepala sekolah dan guru, serta dokumentasi, kemudian dianalisis dengan
model interaktif Miles, Huberman, dan Saldafia disertai triangulasi sumber dan teknik untuk menjamin
keabsahan data. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa perencanaan dilakukan dengan menyusun Modul
Ajar dan modul Projek Penguatan Profil Pelajar Pancasila (P5) dengan pendekatan kearifan lokal, didukung
media pembelajaran yang ramah anak. Kegiatan pembelajaran mengintegrasikan Reog Ponorogo melalui
gerak tari, musik gamelan sederhana, dan narasi cerita rakyat yang menumbuhkan sikap gotong royong,
keberanian, disiplin, kemandirian, dan tanggung jawab pada anak. Faktor pendukung utama adalah media
pembelajaran yang ramah anak dan dukungan orang tua yang kuat, sedangkan faktor penghambatnya
adalah keterbatasan keterampilan teknis seni pada guru dan rentang perhatian anak yang pendek.
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INTRODUCTION

Early childhood education is the foundation for shaping a child’s personality, moral
values, and character. During the golden age, roughly from birth to six years old, brain
development and the capacity to absorb experience are at their most optimal (Hasbi, 2020; Li et
al, 2024). At the same time, globalization and rapid modernization increasingly erode local
cultural values among the younger generation. Children tend to be more familiar with foreign
popular culture than with the arts and local wisdom of their own region. Integrating local wisdom
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into early childhood learning activities is therefore a strategic step to strengthen cultural identity,
build pride in one’s heritage, and instill noble character from an early age (Wulansari et al.,, 2025).

Ponorogo Regency possesses a rich cultural heritage in the form of Reog Ponorogo, an art
form that carries moral messages of togetherness, courage, discipline, and leadership. Reog is
more than a visual and auditory performance; it is a symbolic order that reflects resilience, work
ethic, and the spirit of mutual cooperation in Javanese society (Fatimah & Hermanto, 2024; Sakti
etal,, 2024). TK Islam Arroohman Ponorogo has taken the initiative to implement local wisdom-
based learning by integrating the values of Reog Ponorogo into learning activities, held twice a
month. The learning does not merely introduce traditional dance and music cognitively; it aims
to instill essential character values such as religiosity, mutual cooperation, independence, love
for the homeland, and positive habits through contextual and enjoyable play-based methods (fun
learning) (Hosokawa et al., 2024).

Previous studies indicate that traditional games and local culture in early childhood
education can support children’s cognitive development, gross motor skills, and social skills
(Ntumi et al, 2026; Sopiah, 2022). However, less attention has been paid to how a local
performing art such as Reog Ponorogo is planned as learning material, carried out as learning
activities, and supported or hindered in practice within an Islamic kindergarten. The novelty of
this study lies in describing the integration of Reog Ponorogo art with Islamic values in Teaching
Modules and a Project for Strengthening the Pancasila Student Profile (P5), together with the
factors that influence its implementation.

Three concepts underpin this study. First, local culture-based learning is a teaching and
learning process that uses the potential, arts, wisdom, and values of the local culture as the main
media, themes, and learning resources to bring children closer to their socio-cultural
environment. Second, Reog Ponorogo is a traditional art of Ponorogo that combines dance, music,
and performance, and contains ethical and aesthetic values, courage, leadership, and a spirit of
togetherness. Third, early childhood character education is a planned and continuous effort to
instill habits, moral understanding, and positive values (such as religiosity, cooperation,
discipline, confidence, and care) in children aged 4-6 years through habituation and role
modeling. According to Curren (2017), effective character education involves three components:
moral knowing, moral feeling, and moral action. Children’s moral and social development is
shaped by environmental interaction, daily habituation, and the example set by teachers and
parents (Bass & Bonawitz, 2024; Schunk & DiBenedetto, 2025) and character education through
local arts provides space for expression that is in line with the play-oriented world of the child
(Argiandini et al.,, 2023).

The performance structure of Reog contains main figures that reflect positive character,
as summarized in Table 1. The introduction of these symbols is adapted to children’s
psychological developmental stage through storytelling, role playing, free movement exploration,
and group singing.
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Table 1 Reog Ponorogo Elements, Character Values, and Their Implementation in Early Childhood

I 1 tati i 1
Reog element Embedded character values mplementation in earty

childhood
Dhadhak Merak and Singo  Leadership, grandeur, and Trains focus, physical strength, and
Barong steadfastness pride
Warok Role modeling, wisdom, and Instills honesty, noble character, and
honesty a protective attitude
Jatilan (horse soldiers) Courage, agility, and discipline ’I.‘I‘all'lS gro?s.motor agility and
fighting spirit
Pujangga Anom Agility, intelligence, and Trains self-expression, creativity,
(Ganongan) cheerfulness and self-confidence
Accompanying music Harmony, togetherness, and Trains auditory sensitivity, rhythm,
(gamelan) mutual cooperation and the ability to cooperate

Based on this background, the objectives of this study are (1) to describe in depth the
planning of local culture-based learning using Reog Ponorogo art at TK Islam Arroohman
Ponorogo; (2) to analyze the implementation of this learning in instilling character in early
childhood; and (3) to identify the supporting and inhibiting factors in applying the local wisdom-
based learning.

RESEARCH METHOD
Research Design

This study used a qualitative approach with a descriptive qualitative design
(Pahleviannur et al, 2022). The approach was chosen to describe, explain, and interpret
comprehensively the actual phenomenon of Reog Ponorogo-based learning in the formation of
early childhood character at TK Islam Arroohman Ponorogo. The researcher acted as the key
instrument (human instrument), present directly in the field to make gradual observations,
collect authentic data, and conduct in-depth interviews with relevant parties at the school.
Research Site and Time

The study was conducted at TK Islam Arroohman Ponorogo. The site was selected
purposively because the school has an integrated local content curriculum program based on
Reog Ponorogo. The research took place during the odd semester of the ongoing academic year.
Participants and Data Sources

The primary data were obtained from in-depth interviews with the principal, classroom
teachers, and the arts extracurricular facilitator, as well as observations of the behavior and
responses of children aged 4-6 years during the teaching and learning activities. The secondary
data consisted of the school curriculum documents, Teaching Modules, Project for Strengthening
the Pancasila Student Profile (P5) documents, photographs and videos of activities, and
supporting administrative archives of the institution.
Data Collection Techniques

Data were collected through three techniques. First, passive participatory observation
was used to observe interactions, children’s character-related behavior, and the learning steps
carried out by teachers inside and outside the classroom. Second, semi-structured interviews
with the principal and teachers were used to explore planning, the process of instilling values,
and implementation barriers. Third, documentation involved collecting teaching modules,
children’s portfolios, photographs of activities, and learning evaluation results (Sharma, 2022).
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Data Analysis and Trustworthiness

Data were analyzed using the interactive model of Huberman & Miles (2012), which
consists of three main stages: (1) data reduction, namely organizing, sorting, and selecting raw
data from interviews, field notes, and documents according to the research focus; (2) data display,
namely presenting the organized data in descriptive narratives, tables, and charts so that they are
easy to understand; and (3) conclusion drawing and verification, namely formulating final
conclusions based on consistently validated data. Trustworthiness was established through
triangulation. Source triangulation compared information from the principal, classroom teachers,
and parents, while technique triangulation compared field observations, in-depth interviews, and
written document analysis.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
The findings are presented in line with the research objectives, namely learning planning

and learning material development, the implementation of learning activities and character

internalization, and the supporting and inhibiting factors, followed by a discussion that interprets

the findings in relation to relevant theories and previous studies.

Learning Planning and Learning Material Development

Learning planning in early childhood education is guided by the national early childhood
education standards (Ministry of Education and Culture, 2014). At TK Islam Arroohman
Ponorogo, the school designed local wisdom-based learning that was set out in Daily Teaching
Modules and a Project for Strengthening the Pancasila Student Profile (P5) module under the
main theme “I Love Indonesia” and the sub-theme “Reog Ponorogo, My Pride”. The planning
involved formulating Learning Outcomes that integrate Islamic religious values with regional
culture, such as introducing an attitude of gratitude for the cultural richness created by Allah SWT
and the habit of praying before dance practice.

The school also provided child-friendly learning media, including lightweight miniature
replicas of the dadak merak, ganongan masks made of foam, and miniature musical instruments
(Figure 1). These materials turn the local art into concrete learning resources that children can
see, touch, wear, and play with, which is consistent with the function of learning media in early
childhood education (Ardiana et al., 2026; Rusdiani et al., 2025).

Implementation of Learning Activities and Character Internalization

The learning activities were carried out in three stages. In the opening activity, children
habitually sang Ponorogo regional songs, were introduced interactively to the origin story of Reog
using picture books, and were given moral messages about the good traits of the Reog characters.
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In the core activity, children were taught the basic movements of the Jatilan and Ganongan dances
in pairs and in groups, and were invited to play simple musical instruments such as the mini
ketipung and angklung. In this session, the characters of mutual cooperation, discipline, courage,
and responsibility were instilled intensively. In the closing activity, teachers and children
reflected together, discussed how the children felt while playing and practicing, and teachers gave
appreciation (positive reinforcement) for the children’s efforts.

The observed character values and the corresponding behavioral indicators are
summarized in Table 2.

Table 2 Observed Character Values and Children’s Behavioral Indicators

Character value Observed behavioral indicators

Children shared musical instruments, guided friends who could not yet
dance, and tidied up learning media together.
Children dared to perform Ganongan movements in front of their

Mutual cooperation

Courage
urag friends and to express their opinions.
L Children followed game rules, lined up neatly during practice, and
Discipline . ) .
listened to the teacher’s instructions.
Independence and Children were able to put on their practice costumes by themselves
responsibility and looked after the dance equipment they used.

Supporting and Inhibiting Factors

The supporting factors identified were the full support of parents and the school
committee, the availability of adequate learning media and child-sized Reog costumes, and the
children’s very high enthusiasm and interest in Reog music and movement. The inhibiting factors
were the limited technical expertise of some teachers in demonstrating the standard range of
Reog dance movements, and the relatively short attention span of young children, which requires
continuous variation of teaching methods. The first barrier points to a need for teacher
professional development, while the second requires teachers to keep varying learning activities
(Mahardhani et al., 2026; Sulton et al., 2025).

Discussion: Reog Ponorogo as Contextual Learning for Character Building

The integration of Reog Ponorogo art at TK Islam Arroohman Ponorogo proved to be a
contextual, meaningful, and enjoyable medium of learning. From a child development
perspective, physical-motor activities combined with traditional musical rhythms can stimulate
sensory integration and body coordination, which is in line with studies showing that traditional
games stimulate gross motor development (Iswi et al.,, 2024; Nurhayati et al., 2022).

Character was not instilled through rigid dogma but through role immersion, a process
close to vicarious learning (Schunk & DiBenedetto, 2025). Children absorbed the value of courage
from the Jatilan and Warok figures and the value of togetherness when playing musical
instruments jointly, which also reflects the importance of social interaction in children’s learning
(Krisnawati et al., 2018; Rahman et al., 2023). The three stages of activity can be related to the
components of character education proposed by Lickona (Mappaenre et al, 2023): the
storytelling and moral messages in the opening activity relate to moral knowing, the enjoyment
and pride of dancing and playing music relate to moral feeling, and the behaviors listed in Table
2 reflect moral action. The learning also combined Islamic and cultural values (positive
acculturation), in which art is understood as a means of expressing gratitude and strengthening
ties of friendship (silaturahmi).
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CONCLUSION

This study aimed to describe the planning, implementation, and supporting and inhibiting
factors of local culture-based learning using Reog Ponorogo art at TK Islam Arroohman Ponorogo.
The learning was systematic, well planned, and applicable: planning was carried out through
Teaching Modules that integrate Islamic character values and local wisdom, and the
implementation through play, dance, music, and storytelling fostered discipline, courage, mutual
cooperation, independence, and pride in regional culture, which contributes a concrete example
of how a local performing art can serve as learning material and learning activity in early
childhood education. The main supporting factors were collaboration between the school and
parents and adequate facilities, while the barriers, namely teacher limited technical art skills and
children’s short attention span, can be addressed through varied teaching methods and educator
training. The limitations of this study are its single-site, descriptive qualitative design and the
absence of quantitative measures of character change; therefore, future research is
recommended to examine the effect of local arts integration on language, cognitive, and emotional
development using quantitative or comparative designs.

RECOMMENDATION

Theoretically, the findings enrich the discussion of local wisdom-based
(ethnopedagogical) learning in early childhood education and its role in strengthening character
education. Practically, the planning model that combines Teaching Modules with a P5 theme can
serve as a reference for teachers and schools in developing contextual local content and
Kurikulum Merdeka learning. The study has limitations: it was conducted in a single kindergarten
with a descriptive qualitative design over one semester, and it did not measure changes in
children’s character quantitatively, so the findings cannot be generalized. Teachers are
recommended to keep developing creativity in designing variations of movements and
supporting traditional games to maintain children’s concentration and interest. Schools are
recommended to organize regular Reog Ponorogo training or workshops for educators by
involving professional local artists and to strengthen synergy with local art studios. Future
research may examine the impact of integrating local arts and culture on other developmental
aspects, such as language, cognition, and emotional intelligence, through quantitative or
comparative studies.

Socius E-ISSN: 3025-6704


https://issn.brin.go.id/terbit/detail/20230904461231000

Socius: Jurnal Penelitian Ilmu-ilmu Sosial Vol. 04, No. 5 Tahun 2026 P. 26-33

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

The authors thank Universitas Muhammadiyah Ponorogo, the Faculty of Teacher Training
and Education, and the Early Childhood Teacher Education Study Program for their support. The
authors are also grateful to the principal, teachers, staff, children, and parents of TK Islam
Arroohman Ponorogo for granting permission, opportunity, and cooperation so that this research
could be carried out smoothly.

REFERENCES

Ardiana, R., Ika Pratiwi, Y., Qomariah, A., & Kurniawanto, E. (2026). Use of Learning Media
to Enhance Early Numeracy Skills in Children Aged 4-5 Years. Borneo Educational
Journal (Borju), 8(1), 229-244. https://doi.org/10.24903/BEJ.V8I11.2180

Argiandini, S. R., Sumarwati, S., & Suhita, R. (2023). Symbolic Meaning and Local Wisdom
Education of the Traditional Performing Arts Reog Ponorogo. Proceedings of the Ist
International ~ Conference  on  Social  Science  (ICSS), 2(2), 83-96.
https://doi.org/10.59188/ICSS.V212.148

Bass, 1., & Bonawitz, E. (2024). Early environments and exploration in the preschool years.
PLOS ONE, 19(6), €0305353. https://doi.org/10.1371/JOURNAL.PONE.0305353

Curren, R. (2017). Why character education? Impact, 2017(24), 1-44.
https://doi.org/10.1111/2048-416X.2017.12004.X

Fatimah, S., & Hermanto. (2024). Enhancing Early Childhood Cultural Education through the
Ponorogo Reyog Theater Suitcase: A Development and Evaluation Study. Golden Age:
Jurnal  Illmiah  Tumbuh  Kembang  Anak  Usia  Dini, 9(1), 37-50.
https://doi.org/10.14421/JGA.2024.91-04

Hasbi, M. (2020). Investing in Quality Early Childhood Education for Quality Indonesian
Human Resources. Proceedings of the International Conference on Early Childhood
Education and Parenting 2019, 10—14. https://doi.org/10.2991/ASSEHR.K.200808.002

Hosokawa, R., Matsumoto, Y., Nishida, C., Funato, K., & Mitani, A. (2024). Enhancing social-
emotional skills in early childhood: intervention study on the effectiveness of social and
emotional learning. BMC Psychology, 12(1), 761. https://doi.org/10.1186/s40359-024-
02280-w

Huberman, A., & Miles, M. (2012). Understanding and Validity in Qualitative Research. In
The Qualitative Researcher’s Companion. https://doi.org/10.4135/9781412986274.n2

Iswi, R., Ardina, M., & Wembrayarli. (2024). The Effect of Number Media Games on the
Counting Ability of 5-6 Year Old Children at Dharma Wanita Kindergarten, Kedurang
District. Journal of Early Childhood Development and Education, 1(1), 11-15.
https://doi.org/10.58723/JUNIOR.V111.96

Krisnawati, A., Made Weni, 1., & Wahidin, S. (2018). Jatilan Dance In The Performance Reyog
Ponorogo. IOSR Journal Of Humanities And Social Science (IOSR-JHSS, 23(9).

Li,H.,He, H., Luo, W., & Li, H. (2024). Early Childhood Digital Pedagogy: A Scoping Review
of Its Practices, Profiles, and Predictors. Early Childhood Education Journal, 54(1), 263—
284. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10643-024-01804-8

Mahardhani, A. J., Wulansari, B. Y., Maruti, E. S., & Sulton. (2026). Implementation of local
wisdom-based education policy: a study of the reog ponorogo extracurricular program in

Solekah, et al/ Implementation of Local Culture-Based



Socius: Jurnal Penelitian Ilmu-ilmu Sosial Vol. 04, No. 5 Tahun 2026 P. 26-33

decentralized education reform in Indonesia. International Journal of Adolescence and
Youth, 31(1). https://doi.org/10.1080/02673843.2026.2686338

Mappaenre, A., Ruswandi, U., Erihadiana, M., Nuraini, Y., & Satria Wiwaha, R. (2023).
Multicultural Education In Indonesia: Characteristics And Urgency. JISIP (Jurnal Ilmu
Sosial Dan Pendidikan), 7(2), 2598-9944. https://doi.org/10.58258/JISIP.V712.4574

Ntumi, S., Adzifome, S. N., Nyamekye, T., & Vedor, F. K. (2026). Culturally responsive
assessment in mathematical word problems and numerical cognition in multilingual
education. Scientific Reports, 16(1), 5133. https://doi.org/10.1038/S41598-026-35864-0

Nurhayati, E., Fitri, I. E., Durtam, D., & Jazariyah, J. (2022). Educational Computer Game and
Their Implications on Early Children’s Language Skill. Jurnal Obsesi : Jurnal Pendidikan
Anak Usia Dini, 6(6), 6766—6776. https://doi.org/10.31004/OBSESI.V616.3488

Pahleviannur, M. R., Grave, A. D., Saputra, D. N., Mardianto, D., & Mahardhani, A. J. (2022).
Metodologi Penelitian Kualitatif. Pradina Pustaka.

Rahman, G. G. A., Mujahidin, G. R., Nugroho, S. D., Wilujeng, 1., Astuti, S. R. D., & Suyanta,
S. (2023). Student Science Entreprencurship Attitude Perspective Through Science
Learning Based on Reyog Ponorogo Local Potential. Jurnal Penelitian Pendidikan IPA,
9(6). https://doi.org/10.29303/jppipa.v916.2807

Rusdiani, N. I., Wulansari, B. Y., & Mahardhani, A. J. (2025). Early Childhood Education
Curriculum Development Policy through Plants Utilization as Nature-Based Learning
Media.  Journal of  Science and  Education (JSE), 5(2), 572-588.
https://doi.org/10.58905/JSE.V512.442

Sakti, S. A., Endraswara, S., & Rohman, A. (2024). Integrating Local Cultural Values into
Early Childhood Education to Promote Character Building. International Journal of
Learning, Teaching and Educational Research, 23(7), 84-101.
https://doi.org/10.26803/ijlter.23.7.5

Schunk, D. H., & DiBenedetto, M. K. (2025). Contributions of Albert Bandura to Education.
Educagdo: Teoria e Pratica, 35(70), 1-12. https://doi.org/10.18675/1981-
8106.V35.N.70.S18997

Sharma, N. K. (2022). Instruments Used in the Collection of Data in Research. SSRN Electronic
Journal. https://doi.org/10.2139/SSRN.4138751

Sopiah, M. (2022). Early Childhood Development (Physical, Intellectual, Emotional, Social,
Moral, and Religious Tasks) Implications For Education. Indonesian Journal of Early
Childhood: Jurnal Dunia Anak Usia Dini, 4(2), 361-373.
https://doi.org/10.35473/1JEC.V412.1674

Sulton, S., Wulansari, B. Y., Rusdiani, N. 1., Mahardhani, A. J., Yuanita, H., & Ramadhani, D.
D. (2025). Transforming Policy into Practice: Reog Arts Teacher Training in Ponorogo.
International Journal of Community Engagement and Development, 3(3), 12-22.
https://doi.org/10.59581/ijced.v313.75

Wulansari, B. Y., Mahardhani, A. J., Rusdiani, N. I., Bariyah, S. K., & Juppenny, R. (2025).
Developing Project-Based Learning Modules on Ponoragan Culture in the Merdeka
Curriculum for Early Childhood Education. AL-ISHLAH: Jurnal Pendidikan, 17(4),
7265—7280. https://doi.org/10.35445/ALISHLAH.V1714.7711

Socius E-ISSN: 3025-6704


https://issn.brin.go.id/terbit/detail/20230904461231000

